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J O S E P  M. R U l Z  T E C H N I C A L  D I R E C T O R  O F  
T H E  Z O O L O G I C A L  P A R K  O F  B A R C E L O N A  
BARCELONA Z00  IS ONE OF THE CITY'S MOST POPULAR 
ATTRACTIONS. IT IS SITUATED IN THE CIUTADELLA PARK, ONE 
OF THE BIGGEST AND OLDEST IN BARCELONA, BETWEEN THE OLD 
PART OF THE CITY AND THE SEA. 
S C I E N C E  
arcelona Zoo is one of the city's 
most popular attractions. It is 
situated in the Ciutadella Park, 
one of the biggest and oldest in Barcelo- 
na, between the old part of the city and 
the sea. It is amongst the most visited 
zoos in Europe (more than a million 
visitors are expected this year) and ful- 
fills a number of tasks ranging from the 
entertainment of young and old alike to 
supporting the research being done in 
Catalan universities. The institution is 
almost a hundred years old (it was crea- 
ted in 1892) and has evolved conside- 
rably over this time. From the small 
initial nucleus, it has grown to its pre- 
sent thirty-four acres, and the animal 
collection has increased progressively to 
include more than 500 species and 
8,000 specimens. 
Outstanding in the zoo's collection are 
the group of gorillas that includes 
Snowflake, the only albino specimen in 
captivity, the marine mammals (dol- 
phins, killer-whale and seals), whose 
shows are a magnificent public attrac- 
tion, the parrot collection and a large 
sample of poisonous reptiles. 
The policies and aims of Barcelona Zoo 
have varied in the course of time, the 
most important at the moment being 
the following: conservation of species in 
danger of becoming extinct, instruction 
for schoolchildren, entertainment and 
research. 
The zoo keeps a collection of animals in 
the best conditions, favouring the re- 
production of threatened species. We 
have recently started to reproduce spe- 
cies which had practically disappeared 
from Catalonia, with the idea of rein- 
troducing them to their natural habitats 
and trying to re-establish them in areas 
where they were common in the past. 
Amongst these species the most impor- 
tant are the Purple Gallinule, the Impe- 
rial Jackdaw, the stork and the tor- 
toise. 
In the educational field, the zoo carries 
out projects aimed specifically at  
schoolchildren, using the species at its 
disposal. We also try to make a visit to 
the park an enjoyable and gratifying ex- 
perience for al1 visitors, regardless of 
age. 
Investigation is carried out using our 
own resources, unfortunately limited, 
so as to provide our technical team with 
as much information as possible. We 
also try to help investigators from the 
different university faculties (Biology, 
Veterinary Science, Psychology, Medi- 
cine) with detailed or long-term studies. 
Outstanding in this field is our institu- 
tion's long tradition of study of primate 
behaviour. A lot of work has also been 
done in genetics, with different groups 
of monkey's, including theses and dis- 
sertations. Recently we have been at- 
tempting to fertilize female gorillas with 
frozen sperm from the albino gorilla 
Snowflake, so that in the future we can 
breed individuals with his unique cha- 
racteristics. ¤ 
